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Description  
 

This program is designed for the 5th grade classroom.  Each student will be assigned a 'job', a yearly gross salary, 
a family (a spouse and 1 child), a checking account registry on which to pay bills, a savings account registry, a set of 
bills to be paid on a weekly or bi-weekly basis, a disk (or file on the server) with a set of spreadsheet templates, a 
folder containing the paper worksheets, and weekly assignment sheets.  
 
The students will need to know how to access their individual disk (files), the appropriate template, be able to print 
out a hard copy of each week's assignment, how to re-enter the assignment on the disk (file) making corrections if 
necessary, and how to save on their disk or to their portion of the building server (to their file).   Students will 
also need to understand how to take their gross salary and determine their bi-weekly pay after taxes are taken 
out.  Students should be able to use a calculator for basic operations, if the teacher chooses to allow them. 
 
The teacher will need to make copies of checkbook registers, checking account registers, and weekly assignment 
sheets if there is no access to a computer network for.   The teacher will need to have the students bring in, or will 
have on hand in the classroom, folders to store their paperwork.   Each student will need a disk with the templates 
copied (or a file created on the server).   
 
The assignment sheets and answer sheets can be stored on a disk (or on the server in the student folder) for the 
teacher's use.   Each assignment sheet must be followed in the exact order or the template will be thrown off 
when the student transfers their work over.  The spreadsheet will not actually do any calculations for the student-
--they will only be transferring their own written work over to the computer.  The spreadsheet is set up to self-
check the student's work (only in the balance column).  The student and teacher will need to remember that if 
there is an error in the balance column...there perhaps might be errors elsewhere on the page that the 
spreadsheet isn't designed to check.  When the student prints out a hard copy of the current page they are 
working on there will be a total on the bottom of the page showing how many errors there were and what the 
percentage is.  The teacher may or may not choose to use this percentage----if it is used, remember it is only 
based on the figures in the balance column and does not include spelling errors or numerical errors in other parts 
of the sheet.  If the teacher wants to include those things in the percentage, some of it will need to be hand 
checked by the teacher.  
 
The student will need assigned times to use the computer (or lab setting) to ensure enough time to complete the 
transfer of information.   At first this might be slow for the student, but should become easier as the program 
goes on.  The actual work in their folders will need to be done first, so perhaps, giving the assignment at the 
beginning of the week and setting up computers times later in the week would be best.   Because each assignment is 
broken into two weeks, and both of those weeks are included in one template on the student disk, they will have to 
make corrections to the first week's work in be sure their 2nd week ends up correctly balanced.  The student will 
definitely need to make corrections in their folder, as this balance will carry on throughout the program.    
 
This particular lesson plan is for 18 weeks.   It could easily be expanded to the entire year, if the teacher wants to 
add to the lessons.  If a week is missed remember that the assignments need to be given out in order (do not skip 
an assignment sheet just because a week was skipped).   Each assignment is matched to a spreadsheet page and 
each is independent.   The only rule is that the spreadsheet handed out to students is the same number as the 
assignment sheet.    
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Student Name: 
Profession: 
Gross Salary:  $50,000 
Net Salary: 
Bi-Weekly Paycheck: 
Workspace to figure Net Salary and Bi-Weekly Pay (follow the steps, rounding): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bills to be paid EACH week: 
 Food    $125.00 Paid to:  Hardings 
 Gasoline for Car  $ 40.00 Paid to:  Speedway 
 Dry Cleaning    $ 20.00 Paid to:  The Dry Cleaning Co. 
Deposit into Savings (every paycheck)  $200.00 Show deposit & balance on Savings spreadsheet 
  
Bills to be paid the first two weeks of the month: 
 Car Payment   $367.00 Paid to:  Car Credit Co. 
 Electric bill   $ 85.00 Mich. Electric Co. 
 Gas Bill (heating)  $ 55.00 Mich. Gas Co. 
 Credit Card bill  $100.00 Express Chg Co. 
 Car Insurance   $125.00 T.O. Insurance Co. 
 
Bills to be paid the last two weeks of the month: 
 House Payment   $375.00 Nat. Mortgage Bank 
 Water bill   $ 70.00 T.O. Water Co. 
 Telephone   $ 65.00 Am. Telephone Co. 
 Cable bill   $ 45.00 ITE Cable Co. 
 Property taxes   $100.00 Three Oaks Twp. 

 

 1.       $50,000     2. $50,000 
          x      .33  (33%)                                            -             (33% amount) 
                   Net Salary 
 
 
 
  3.          ______        (Monthly Salary)                    4.   _______  (Bi-Wkly Pay) 
          12 )                   (Net Salary)                  2)              (Monthly Salary) 
 
 
            
      -     200.00     Amount to be deposited into Savings 
                            Amount to be deposited each time you are paid 
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Assignment 1 - Week 1 
 

It is important that each of the items listed are taken care of in the order that they are listed.   
When transferring these to your spreadsheet file, be sure you continue to carefully follow the 
order.  Take care of any extra things AFTER the regular bills are paid.  Be sure do them in the 
same order as you see them on the assignment sheet.   
 
1. Make a DEPOSIT into your checking account and the $200 deposit into your SAVINGS 
account. 
 
Pay these bills in order: 
2. Food 
3. Gasoline for car  
4. Dry Cleaning 
5. Car Payment 
7. Electric bill 
8. Gas bill 
9. Credit Card bill 
10. Car Insurance 
 
When these are completed on papers, use your computer time to enter this information on your 
spreadsheet and save.  After saving, print out that page to turn in.    
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