Technology in the Early Elementary Classroom
[image: image12.wmf]Wondering how to use technology in K-3 classrooms? Learn how to use digital cameras and KidPix in the classroom. Lots of practical classroom ideas will be shared. This session covers some of the material in AVLN's online class by the same name.
Links online at www.janinelim.com/avlnconf04/
Kid Pix Deluxe 3 Projects
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Notes
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 Getting Started with Kid Pix Deluxe 3


Start KidPix 3
When you first start KidPix 3, you will need to first login. Type your name, if its not already listed, and click OK.
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Notice the ToolBars
Down the left column you see several tools. See left.

	Application:
You have created one KidPix slide to introduce yourself. Why not let your students do the same thing? This would be a great way to start out your year. Compile the student's files into a slideshow. 


Click on the splattered paint for the color toolbar to pop up. 


Across the bottom are options that go with the tool selected on the left. Click on an option to choose it. 
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Use the Pencil Tool on the left side of the drawing screen. These include pencil, chalk, crayon, & marker in 3 widths. 
Tip: Avoid using the thinnest pencil line. It is easier to leave "holes" with a thin pencil, and when students try to pour paint into an outline, it will "spill" through the holes. The second-thinnest line is best for drawing.
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Try out the paint bucket and the three different paint cans.
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The eraser has various ways to erase. Try them out!
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Electric Mixer has various effects!
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Use the text tool to write your name and a sentence.
Wacky Brush and Copy & Paste
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First, start by making a mess on your screen with the Wacky Brush. Be sure to try out at least the brush and the spray can and the options that go with them. There's lots of fun things within the Wacky Brush. Explore the options at the bottom of your screen. Try lots of them! (You might need to set a timer, this can be addicting!).
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You also need to know how to use the Grab tool. 

When you select the grab tool, you will see two options on the tray to the left. You'll need to select one. 
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The hand is used to move, copy and paste the objects that "float" over your screen. For example if you used one of the stickers or animations (top left dog & running dog). 
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The scissors are used to cut out a certain portion of your screen. Notice that there are several options for selecting parts of your screen. The first two you'll probably use the most.


The orange free hand lets you draw freehand around the portion of your drawing that you wish you to move, copy or delete. 
The polygon lets you draw multiple straight lines around the portion of your drawing that you wish to move, copy, or delete. 
Select part of your screen using either the hand (for stickers or animations) or the scissors. 

To move, click on the selected part of your drawing and drag it somewhere else. Note that with the scissors you'll leave a white blank behind.
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To copy, select part of your drawing using the hand (for stickers or animations) or the scissors (for everything else). Then click the two buttons. Then click [image: image5.jpg]


paste. From here you can move the newly pasted object somewhere else on your screen.
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To delete, select part of your drawing using the hand (for stickers or animations) or the scissors (for everything else). Then click the trash can.
Make a mess on your screen, and then copy and paste and delete and move objects around until you feel comfortable with the tools.

Math Activity Ideas

Paint Circles
Draw 5 small circles, then copy & paste till you have 100. Or draw larger circles, use the line tool to chop into pizza slices & color in fractional illustrations.
Counting
Or put a bunch o' rabbits (or fish or bugs) on your screen, then circle groups of 3, or 4, etc. Label the groups by stamping a number. If you change to Small Kids Mode (go up to black space at the top of the screen, click to show the menu, choose Small Kids Mode), then choose the text tool, you can stamp single letters and numbers.

Sorting
Or sort bugs with the Grab Tool as shown below. Create the bugs (or something else) using the Wacky Brush, Spray Paint tool.
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Patterns
Create a pattern as shown.
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Stamps and Templates
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Rubber Stamp (pastes pictures: use Shift to increase size by 1, use Shift+Option on the Mac and Shift+Ctrl in Windows to increase size by 2) 
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There's two ways to choose more stamps: 

This option lets you choose different categories of stamps. Click the arrows find more categories. 
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Use these arrows to cycle through all the stamps for one category. 
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Eyedropper (under the color tool) (use this to pick up a color from a picture - then you can draw with that color using another tool) 
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Undo Guy (will undo the last thing you did). Click him several times. Note the funny things he says. 
  

	Templates 
You can create project templates for your students by creating a file that acts like a worksheet: 

On a PC, after you create your template, find and select the template file (don't open it) from wherever you saved it. To make the template "read-only", right-click on the selected template file. Select "Properties" from the drop-down menu. Click on the "read-only" box next to Attributes. Select OK. 

On a Mac, after you save the document, locate it on the hard drive and highlight it. From the file menu, choose Get Info (or key Apple-i). In the bottom left corner of the info dialog box is a check box which allows you to lock the file. 

Now your file will be "read-only" and can only be saved by renaming it. (If you need to go back and edit the template, just remove the "read-only" option from properties, and when you're done editing check it again. 

Teach your students to open the file; save it (I taught kids to just add their name to the template name), do the activity, and then save again. That way they won't accidentally save over your original worksheet/template. But - just in case... save it in several places: in your directory, on the hard drive, even keep it on a disk in your pocket! 


  

Project Ideas 

Stamps: Write your name in Kid Pix, then find several stamps of things you like or that begin with the same sound as your name or that match the sound of each letter in your name. 

Stamps: Create a new cover for a favorite book. 

Template: Create a character study template for your students to fill in. 

Spelling Words: Use the WackyBrush and write out 5-10 spelling words or for Kindergarten, just draw freehand 5-10 letters using the WackyBrush. 
Fun Tools and Menu Goodies

Special Tools 
So far we've used the regular drawing tools. But there are four neat tools you need to explore!
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Add backgrounds to your projects. These are great story starters. Not only that, you'll find lots of ready made projects here. Most of them are slideshows. Explore the options here.
[image: image33.png]


Add Stickers to your projects. Lots of graphics are available here. Unlike stamps, these stickers "float" over your picture. They can also be easily resized using the handles [image: image8.png]


or flipped [image: image9.png]


left/right or top/bottom.
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Add Animations to your project. These can also be resized. You can play just one animation. Or use the big play button to play all the animations on your page.
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Add Sound to your project. You can only have one sound on a page at a time. The Trash can will delete the sound. The Play Button will play the sound and animations on your page.
The Menu
There are also several tools to discover in the menu. Remember to bring up the menu you click in the black space above your KidPix Screen. The ALT key will reveal it too. 
Add
The Add options assume that you have a file from another source. If you have a graphic or sound file, this is where to add it.

Toolbox Options
Edit ABC Text 
Here you can enter different text such as a student's name or spelling words you're studying. This option changes the Wacky Brush ABC option under Brush, Tray 4.

Check Spelling This option is available if you typed text with the text tool.

Idea Machine There's lots of templates of projects available here. Use Feelings to address conflict resolution and responsible behavior. Use the places to explain different locations in the world (habitats and environments are in the Social Studies curriculum as well as Science).

Controls
Here you'll find several options for controlling the sound. If you don't have headphones for your computer, you might want to turn off the fun sounds!

Email
Here you can choose whether or not to enable the E-mail feature of KidPix. 

Small Kids Mode
If you turn this on, the text tool changes to letter stamps and the colors are shown at all times.

Pictures from the Net

Sometimes when doing a multimedia project, you need some graphics to add interest to your presentation. There are many sites on the Internet that offer free graphics. Each one has its own policy on legal use -- dictated by the creator's preferences. Be sure to follow their instructions carefully so you don't infringe on copyright laws.
Some sites for graphics are:

· [image: image10.png]Pics4Learning




Pics4Learning
 Copyright friendly pictures with bibliographic entries ready to copy and paste into your project! 

· The Amazing Picture Machine Another great source of educational graphics. 

When you see a graphic you like, (and have permission to use it), 
PC: right click over the picture.
MAC: click and hold over the picture.
You will see several options. If you have a newer browser, you should be able to choose Copy. 
If not, choose Save Image As... and save it to the folder on your desktop.
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	PC Hint: When you are in Kid Pix and want to keep the program open, but open up another program, such as your web browser, ctrl and escape will bring up your tray so you can navigate between programs. Alt-Tab works to switch between programs as well.


Now you can pull it up in whatever program you wish!

Pasting Pictures
If you were able to copy, you can switch back to KidPix, or open it up, and choose Edit, Paste. Voila!

Opening Pictures in KidPix
If you had to save the picture, then follow these instructions to open the picture.
File, Open a Picture (opens KidPix pictures)
Add, Add Graphic (opens other types of pictures)
Note: KidPix Deluxe 3 supports JPEG, GIF, BMP, and PICT file formats

Project Ideas
Create an example page that could be used in a Do's and Don'ts mini slide show. 
Draw a map of the classroom and label. This helps students with orientation to the classroom in the fall. 
Use the clipart or backgrounds to illustrate this week's memory verse. 

Draw a picture illustrating the Bible story you're studying this week. 

Use the stickers or backgrounds or a map from backgrounds to identify a place (geography) or to illustrate a culture. Write a sentence to describe your illustration. 

Fun: Go to Toolbox, Idea Machine, choose one of the options to create a project. 
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